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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 1 1537 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, ML, UV, EAID 

SUBJECT: MALI-UPPER VOLTA BORDER DISPUTE: LOME MEDIATION 
COMMISSION 

REF: STATE 103494 

SUMMARY: QUAI BELIEVES THAT THE TEMPERATURE OF THE 
MALI-UPPER VOLTA DISPUTE HAS LOWERED DURING PAST FEW 
DAYS AND INDICATES THAT LAMIZANA WILL SHORTLY REQUEST 
MEETING OF CHIEFS OF GOVERNMENT OF CONTENDING PARTIES 
AND MEDIATION COMMISSION. QUAI THINKS RISK OF 
HOSTILITIES IS LOW SO LONG AS TRAORE AND LAMIZANA HOLD 
POWER. HOWEVER, INTERNAL VOLTAN SITUATION IS DISQUIETING 
AND FRENCH DO NOT PRECLUDE LAMIZANA'S FALL WITH RESULT- 
ANT INCREASED RISK OF HOSTILITIES. END SUMMARY 
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1. IN RESPONSE TO OUR QUERY ABOUT FRENCH VIEWS REQUESTED 
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REFTEL, QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR AFRICA REMOVILLE 
REVIEWED SITUATION BEGINNING WITH CEAO MEETING AT NIAMEY. 
THAT MEETING PROVIDED EXCUSE FOR LAMIZANA AND TRAORE TO 
GET TOGETHER AND FRENCH HOPED IT WOULD MOVE MEDIATION 
PROCESS FORWARD. THE INSERTION IN THE CEAO COMMUNIQUE 
OF THE SENTENCE CRITICIZING UPPER VOLTA FOR ITS TREAT- 
MENT OF MALIAN OFFICIALS IN OUAGADOUGOU WAS DESIGNED TO 
UNBLOCK THE SITUATION. IN FACT. IT WAS POSITIVE FOR 
MALI IN THE SENSE THAT IT ALLOWED TRAORE TO MAKE THE 
GESTURE OF ACCEPTING THE MILITARY SUBCOMMISSION’S VISIT 
TO WHICH HE HAD BEEN UNABLE TO AGREE BEFOREHAND. THIS 
IN TURN ALLOWED FOR FURTHER PROGRESS IN THE LEGAL SUB 
COMMISSION AND TRAORE ALSO RELEASED TWO VOLTAN PRISONERS. 

2. ON THE VOLTAN SIDE, HOWEVER, THE CRITICISM WAS HARD 
TO SWALLOW. LAMIZANA WAS ACCUSED OF WEAKNESS, HE 
DEVELOPED SOMETHING OF A GUILT COMPLEX AND EVEN BEGAN 
TO ENVISAGE RESIGNING. THE VOLTANS FELT ISOLATED AND 

IT WAS AT THIS POINT, REMOVILLE SAID, THAT RASH ACTION 
WAS MOST LIKELY. 

3. IT WAS THEN THAT THE FRENCH TOLD THE MALIANS THAT 
THEY WOULD DELIVER SMALL ARMS FOR THE INFANTRY AND 
LIGHT ARMORED VEHICLES TO UPPER VOLTA, EXPLAINING THAT 
THESE "MODEST" SHIPMENTS WOULD NOT CHANGE THE BALANCE 
IN THE REGION'S ARMED FORCES. THE SHIPMENTS HAD THE 
DESIRED PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECT ON THE VOLTANS WHO, BE- 
CAUSE THEY FELT REASSURED, WERE "LESS LIKELY TO ACT 
FOOLHARDILY". LAMIZANA WAS ABLE TO SILENCE HIS YOUNG 
TURKS FOR A WHILE BUT, REMOVILLE ADMITTED, NEEDS A 
DIPLOMATIC VICTORY TO KEEP THEM IN LINE. 

4. REMOVILLE SAID THAT TEMPERATURES HAVE FALLEN IN THE 
LAST TWO DAYS AND THAT WITH THE WITHDRAWAL OF MALIAN 
TROOPS FROM THE DISPUTED AREA, LAMIZANA PLANS SHORTLY 
TO ASK EYADEMA TO CONVOKE A MEETING AT LOME OF THE SIX 
CHIEFS OF GOVERNMENT EITHER AT THE END OF MAY OR THE 
END OF JUNE. THE FRENCH REMAIN OPTIMISTIC THAT THE 
RISKS OF CONFLICT ARE NOT GREAT SO LONG AS LAMIZANA AND 
TRAORE ARE IN CHARGE. 
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5. HOWEVER, REMOVILLE CONTINUED, LAMIZANA HAS ACCEPTED 
AN INVITATION TO VISIT CANADA IN MID-MAY AND WILL BE 
ABSENT FROM OUAGADOUGOU FROM MAY 10 TO 20, INCLUDING 
STOPOVERS IN PARIS ON HIS WAY TO AND FROM CANADA. 
REMOVILLE INDICATED THAT LAMIZANA HAD TWICE BEFORE 
POSTPONED VISITS TO CANADA AND THAT THE CANADIAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER, UNFORTUNATELY, TWISTED HIS ARM THIS 
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TIME WHEN THE PRESIDENT'S POSITION IS VERY WEAK 
DOMESTICALLY. SHOULD LAMIZANA BE OVERTHROWN, REMOVILLE 
THOUGHT THE RISKS OF HOSTILITIES WOULD BE GREATLY 
INCREASED. 

RUSH 
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